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Welcome and Introductions (C/C)

Current statistics on Commutations (C/C)

Overview of the Commutation process in California 
(Colby/Kelly)

Application changes and instructions (Kelly)

How to follow up if you filed a Commutation with Governor 
Brown (Allen)

How to follow up if you filed a Commutation with Governor 
Newsom (Jamil/Allen)

How to present a compelling Commutation application 
(Steven/Susan)

How to advocate for your loved one

Q&A-



COLBY LENZ
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Colby Lenz is a community organizer 
and advocate with the California 
Coalition for Women Prisoners, 
Survived & Punished, and the 
Transgender Advocacy Group. In 
2016, Colby co-founded Survived & 
Punished, a national organizing 
project to end the criminalization of 
survivors of sexual and domestic 
violence. To do this work, Colby has 
been visiting people in California 
prisons and jails for the past 16 
years, organizing across the walls to 
build people’s capacity for survival 
and to achieve release. Colby is a 
Ph.D. candidate in American Studies 
& Ethnicity at USC researching 
criminalization, gender violence, and 
social movements in California, with 
an emphasis on life without parole 
sentencing.



CANDACE 
CHAVEZ WILSON

Candace Chavez-Wilson is a statewide 
organizer and volunteers her time with the 
family lead organization; Families United to 
End LWOP (F.U.E.L). In the years that she has 
served F.U.E.L., she has helped lobby and 
advocate for the end of LWOP sentencing. She 
is a member of CCWP, an Essie Justice Sister, 
an Outside Organizer with Initiate Justice’s 
“Institute of Impacted Leaders” and is the 
HR/Operations Manager with the Ella Baker 
Center. She holds her BA from CSUF and hopes 
to one day earn her J.D. and become a 
practicing parole board attorney.
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SUSAN BUSTAMANTE

I was 24 when my crime was committed. It was a domestic violence 

situation, where my husband Stephen died. In 1987 I was convicted of  

1st degree with special circumstances. I went to CIW with life without 

the possibility of  parole. I served 32 years, while incarcerated I became 

an inside organizer and an active member of  CCWP.  

I was granted a commutation by Governor Brown on December 22, 2017. 

I was found suitable at my initial board hearing on June 7, 2018. I was 

released and paroled September 12, 2018. I am currently a member of  

the LWOP Project with Human Rights Watch, and I continue to advocate 

for the end of  LWOP sentencing.
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ALLEN BURNETT
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Allen Burnett served 28 

years and 8 months of a life 

without the possibility of 

parole sentence. In 2019, 

Allen received a 

commutation from Governor 

Gavin Newsom. Currently, 

he is working as a consultant 

for Parole Justice Works and 

Cal State LA's Project 

Rebound while continuing 

his education. Allen is slated 

to graduate with a Bachelor's 

degree in Communication 

Studies and English.



STEVEN GREEN
Steven Green is a student at CSUF earning his undergraduate 
degree in Public Administration through Project Rebound. He is a 
member of the Anti-Recidivism Coalition’s policy team, 
Transformative In Prison Workgroup’s negotiation and advocacy 
team, a member of the LWOP Project with Human Rights Watch, 
and Organizer with FUEL- Families United to End LWOP.

Steven was incarcerated at the age of 18 under the felony murder 
rule and sentenced to Life Without the Possibility of Parole. He 
served over 27 ½ years and was commuted by Governor Brown in 
November 2018. He had his initial Parole Board Hearing on May 23, 
2019 and was found suitable. He was released 121 days later, on 
September 21, 2019.

Steven has been married for the last 16 years to Sutina Green who 
is a co-founder of FUEL. They have two daughters together, 
Jenesee and Jaidyn and he is a stepfather to his wife’s 3 older 
children.
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KELLEY SAVAGE RODRIGUEZ

Kelly is the DROP LWOP coordinator for the California 
Coalition for Women Prisoners. Released from prison at 46 
years old, Kelly was incarcerated for 23 years. Governor 
Jerry Brown commuted her Life Without Parole sentence in 
December of 2017, and she was finally released on parole in 
November 2018. As a domestic violence survivor, Kelly was 
forced to experience the similarities between domestic 
violence and the violence of incarceration. She was an inside 
member of CCWP for 15 years and helped initiate CCWP’s 
organizing to end Life Without Parole campaign, beginning 
with A Living Chance storytelling project. Kelly is now working 
across the walls, networking with prison survivors and loved 
ones statewide as she organizes to expand the DROP LWOP 
campaign. 
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JAMIL WILSON

" I am the sum of my experiences and lessons learned " -Jamil-

• I was born in S. Korea to an African American father and Korean 
mother.

• A false sense of who I was led to my life crime,  I received  an 
LWOP sentence under the felony murder rule with “special 
circumstances” at the age of 20 years old

• After serving nearly 26 years, I earned a commutation on 
December 23, 2018 under Governor Brown. I was found suitable at 
my first parole hearing and paroled on December 4th, 2019

• I am currently a Five Keys Ambassador, community organizer with 
FUEL, and I am on the Leadership Council with Justice Not Jails

• I am dedicated to working to eliminate the unjust and inhumane 
sentence of LWOP

• I am living my best life with my wife, family, and genuine friends
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The California Constitution gives the Governor the power to grant

clemency in criminal cases in the form of reprieves, commutations, and

pardons. The Governor has “executive power” to commute or grant

clemency to anyone.

Clemency applications commonly come in two forms:

sentence commutations and pardons.

In general, a commutation is a sentence reduction for people still serving a

sentence, and a pardon provides relief from punishment and restoration of

certain civic rights for people who have already served their sentence.



GOVERNOR’S PARDONS AND COMMUTATIONS OVER THE YEARS
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HOW MANY 
COMMUTATIONS HAVE 
BEEN GRANTED?

1991 - 2010: 
Three CA governors granted 28 pardons 
and 14 commutations.

2011 - 2018:  
Gov. Jerry Brown granted 1,736 pardons 
and 283 commutations. 

147 people commuted were serving Life 
Without the Possibility of Parole (LWOP).
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2019 - 2020: GOVERNOR GAVIN NEWSOM GRANTED 66  COMMUTATIONS. 

24 PEOPLE COMMUTED WERE SERVING LIFE WITHOUT THE POSSIBILITY OF PAROLE (LWOP) 
AS OF JUNE 2020
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REPORT  CARD
ON 
CLEMENCY 
GRANTS
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WHO CAN APPLY FOR A COMMUTATION?

• In California: Anyone with a CA state criminal conviction who is 
currently serving a sentence in California can apply for a commutation. 

• In Other States: In most states, only the governor (or board) can 
commute a sentence. Contact the Governor or appropriate authorities 
of the state where you were convicted (such as the state board of 
pardons and paroles) to determine whether any relief is available to 
you under state law. 

• For Federal Convictions: The president of the U.S. has the authority to 
commute sentences for federal criminal convictions adjudicated in the 
Superior Court of District of Columbia. 
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COMMUTATION PROCESS IN CALIFORNIA

All applicants:

● The Board of Parole Hearings (BPH) investigates commutation applications.

● Applicants must notify the DA of their county of conviction by filling out and sending the 

Notice of Intent to Apply for Clemency form.

If you have been convicted of two or more felonies:
● The Board of Parole Hearings (BPH) must review & recommend the commutation applicant.

● The CA Supreme Court must review & recommend the commutation applicant before the 

Governor can grant a commutation. 

● The CA Supreme Court is supposed to determine if the Governor is abusing his/her power 

in  granting the commutation.
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APPLICATION 
CHANGES 

UNDER 
GOVERNOR 

NEWSOM

• Asks if applicant was under 26 years old at time of 
the crime(s)

• Asks applicant to describe how a commutation of 
sentence would make an impact on their life —
opportunity to highlight impacts of incarceration (i.e. 
losing children, elderly age, illness, discrimination, 
unjust sentencing, convicted as a youth, etc.)

• Instructions — asks applicant to indicate if they are 
suffering from a terminal illness or a severe & chronic 
disability and to fill out a Medical Authorization of 
Release of Information form (CDCR Form 7385)

• Introduced a Re-Application process
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Re-Application form

to be completed if you have 

previously filed a commutation 

application within the last 3 

years.

You must file this form if you are 

requesting for your file to be 

pulled from archives and 

reviewed.



HOW TO PROCEED 
WHEN YOU FILED 
A COMMUTATION 

APPLICATION 
WITH GOVERNOR 

BROWN, AND YOU 
HEARD NOTHING

We suggest you file the Re-Application Form with Governor Newsom 
as quickly as possible. Also include a brief concise cover letter. The 
Newsom Commutation Department needs this Re-Application form to 
retrieve your application. 

The Cover Letter should include:

1. The date you applied for a commutation under Governor Brown. 

2. If you were interviewed the date and who interviewed you.

3. Any health considerations, medical conditions, family matters, or 
other considerations that create urgency for you to be released 
for your well-being.

4. Solid parole plans, the county you will potentially be paroled to, 
include a place you can immediately be housed, and any 
assistance with transportation, whether with family, friends, or a 
housing offer you have with a transitional program. 

5. Include current contact information for the Governor/CDCR to get 
in touch with to confirm your parole plans.
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HOW TO 
PROCEED IF 

YOU FILED A 
COMMUTATION 

WITH 
GOVERNOR 

NEWSOM

We recommend that you send a Follow Up Letter, to the 
Governor’s office. The letter should include the following 
information:

1. The date you applied for a commutation from Governor 
Newsom. 

2. Any health considerations, medical conditions, family 
matters, or other considerations that create urgency for you 
to be released for your well-being.

3. Solid parole plans, the county you will potentially be 
paroled too, include a place you can immediately be housed, 
and any assistance with transportation, whether with family, 
friends, or a housing offer you have with a transitional 
program. 

4.  Include current contact information for the 
Governor/CDCR to get in touch with.
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CDCR FORM 7385

▪ Everyone should have this form on file

▪ Anyone who is medically vulnerable and filing 

a commutation under medical duress must have 

this form on file

▪ Make duplicate copies

▪ Include all medical documents along with your 

application

▪ Honestly evaluate your medical vulnerability
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DOCUMENTS TO INCLUDE WITH THE APPLICATION:
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1. Overview of life crime and

history 

2. Remorse letters

3. All CDC-115’s received and 

insight into your 115’s 

4. Letter to the Governor

5. Laudatory chronos, self-help 

certificates, and educational 

achievements that are not in 

SOMS

6. Relapse prevention plan 

7. Parole plans  

8. Support letters and agency 

letters
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Example



GOVERNOR PRIORITIES IN DECIDING WHETHER TO GRANT A 
COMMUTATION:
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“The impact of a commutation on the community, including whether the grant is consistent with public 
safety & in the interests of justice;

The age and circumstances of the offense and the sentence imposed, and the age of the applicant at 
the time;

The applicant’s self-development and conduct since the offense, including whether the applicant has 
made use of available rehabilitative programs & has identified and addressed treatment needs;

The applicant’s need for a commutation; and

The applicant’s plans upon release from custody.”



GOVERNORS CONTACT INFORMATION

Office of the Governor 
State Capitol
Attn: Legal Affairs/Clemency
1313 10th St, Suite 1173 
Sacramento, CA 95814

Email: commutations@gov.ca.gov

Phone: 
(916) 445-2841
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Q & A
26
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DROP LWOP RALLY March 9, 2020

Families United to End LWOP (F.U.E.L.)

California Coalition of Women Prisoners (CCWP)

Californians United for a Responsible Budget (CURB) 

Felony Murder Elimination Project (FMER)



LINKS TO COMMUTATION APPLICATION
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Commutation application and instructions are available online: 

https://www.gov.ca.gov/commutations/

Submit the notice of intent to apply to the DA office: 

https://www.gov.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/Intent-to-Apply-for-

Clemency_App-THREE.pdf

The re-application form is available online: https://www.gov.ca.gov/wp-

content/uploads/2019/03/Clemency-Re-Application.pdf?cache=0

The authorization for release of medical information CDCR form 7385 is available online: 

https://www.gov.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/CDCR-7385.pdf



ORGANIZATIONS THAT PROVIDE GUIDANCE WITH COMMUTATIONS

F.U.E.L/FCP
http://fairchanceproject.com/

CCWP 
https://womenprisoners.org/

Ella Baker Center 
https://ellabakercenter.org/

Asian Law Caucus 
https://www.advancingjustice-alc.org/

SV-Debug
https://www.siliconvalleydebug.org/

Felony Murder Elimination Project
https://www.endfmrnow.org/

Prison Law Office
https://prisonlaw.com/
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