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About SB 300:
SB 300, The Sentencing Reform Act (Senator Cortese), will address California’s
unjust felony murder special circumstance law by:
1. Ensuring that the death penalty or life without parole (LWOP) cannot be imposed
on a person who did not cause or intend to cause a death during a crime.
2. Restoring judicial discretion for special circumstance enhancements.

Resources:
●
●
●
●

Learn more about the bill here / Track SB 300 on Leg Info here
Watch this video featuring Brian Mason’s story
Sen Cortese’s Davis Vanguard Podcast
Entrapped by Abusers. Imprisoned for Life (Ms. Magazine, 3/30/21)

NEW SB 300 Portrait Series:
Download ILLUSTRATIONS here.
Download Reel VIDEOS here.
Image Descriptions HERE.
Ceona & Brinna
Ceona Harvey served 15 years of a life
without the possibility of parole sentence.
She was not present when the crime
happened, nor did she know about it.
Ceona was 20 years old when
prosecutors used felony murder special
circumstance law to charge her with
murder for giving an address to someone
who was looking for work. That person
later robbed the store and killed a person,
all unbeknownst to her. In Ceona's case,
prosecutors criminalized her using race
and gender-based stereotypes of young
Black lesbians as aggressive and
dangerous.
Art by Rommy Torrico, rommytorrico.com.
FB: rommy.torrico
IG: rommyyy123
TW: @romes_

Sample Posts for Ceona & Brinna:
1. For 15 yrs, felony murder law kept Ceona away from her family after she was
sentenced to life without parole for harm she did not commit. We need #SB300 to
reform this extreme injustice that impacts youth of color like Ceona.
Art by Rommy Torrico, rommytorrico.com
2. “We always encouraged one another not to give up…but we lost so many years
together.” - Ceona & Brinna, sisters separated for 15 years for harm Ceona did not
commit.
Support #SB300 so youth of color like Ceona don't have to experience this injustice.
Art by Rommy Torrico

Alfonso & Francisco
Francisco Garcia was 19 when he was
sentenced to Life Without the Possibility
of Parole under felony murder special
circumtances. He is now 46 years old and
has spent 27 years in prison.
At 19 years old, Francisco and his friends
were drinking heavily. Two of the friends
were involved in stealing a toolbox, but
Francisco was not present when the
incident led to a person’s death. When
Francisco was arrested the following day,
he heard someone had been shot and
killed. Francisco has deep regrets for
what happened 27 years ago. Since then
he has focused on bettering himself and
his community.
Art by Kate Deciccio, katedeciccio.com
FB/IG: @k8deciccio
TW: @k8deciccio

Sample Posts for Alfonso & Francisco:
1. Francisco was 19 when he was sentenced to life without parole. Felony murder law
has kept him away from his family for 27 years for a crime he did not commit. We
need to pass #SB300 to reform this extreme injustice. bit.ly/SB300toolkit
Art by Kate Deciccio, katedeciccio.com
2. "Every day, I wish you were home."
Alfonso’s brother Francisco was only 19 when he was sentenced to life without
parole for a crime he did not commit because of the felony murder law. Support
#SB300 for youth of color like Francisco.
Art by Kate Deciccio, katedeciccio.com

Tammy & Clarence
Tammy Cooper was sentenced to die in
prison for the deadly actions of her
abuser. A sex trafficking victim, Tammy
was charged as an accomplice to a
murder she did not commit, and
sentenced to life without possibility of
parole under felony murder special
circumstances law. After 28 years of
incarceration, Tammy was reunited with
her father, Clarence, through a rare act of
clemency. She is fighting to reform the
laws that separated her from her family
for 28 years.
Art by Kate Deciccio, katedeciccio.com
FB/IG: @k8deciccio
TW: @k8deciccio

Sample Posts for Tammy & Clarence:
1. For 28 yrs, felony murder law kept Tammy away from her family after she was
sentenced to life without parole for harm she did not commit. #SB300 will bring a
modest reform to this extreme injustice that impacts survivors like Tammy.
Art by Kate Deciccio, katedeciccio.com
2. “We lost 28 years together. It was supposed to be forever.” - Tammy, sentenced to
LWOP for a murder she did not commit.
Tammy is now reconnected w her dad & fighting to reform the law that kept her away
from family. Support #SB300.
Art by Kate Deciccio, katedeciccio.com
3. At 32 Tammy, a survivor of decades of abuse, was sentenced to life without parole
for a crime her abuser committed. Now after being released, she is fighting for other
survivors like her. Join Tammy & support #SB300 today!
Art by Kate Deciccio, katedeciccio.com

Joanne & Tony
Joanne Scheer’s son, Tony Vigeant,
was sentenced to die in prison at the age
of 22. Tony was 20 years old and a clerk
in the US Marine Corps when he was
involved in a tragic incident where a
fellow Marine, a young Iraq war veteran
suffering an episode of PTSD, shot and
killed a person while retrieving Tony’s
laptop computer. Even though Tony did
not harm or intend to harm anyone, he
was charged as an accomplice under the
felony murder special circumstances law
and sentenced to life without the
possibility of parole.
Art by Rommy Torrico, rommytorrico.com.
FB: rommy.torrico
IG: rommyyy123
TW: @romes_

Sample Posts for Joanne & Tony:
1. "My son Tony did not harm, or intend to harm, anyone. Current law ensures that he
pays for someone else’s decision with his life." - Joanne Scheer. Support #SB300 so
mothers like Joanne will never experience this injustice again.
Art by Rommy Torrico, rommytorrico.com
2. Felony murder law separates families like Joanne and her son Tony. He is serving
life without parole for harm he did not commit. Tell your Assemblymember to vote
YES on #SB300 today! bit.ly/SB300toolkit
Art by Rommy Torrico, rommytorrico.com
3. Tony was 22 and serving in the Marine Corp when he was sentenced to life without
parole for harm he did not commit. Support #SB300, a modest reform to an extreme
injustice that impacts veterans like Tony. bit.ly/SB300toolkit
Art by Rommy Torrico, rommytorrico.com

Post on Social Media:
Download GRAPHICS HERE
Image Descriptions HERE
Twitter:
OPTION 1: We need SB 300: A modest reform to an extreme injustice!
Yes on #SB300 by @SenDaveCortese! Toolkit: bit.ly/SB300toolkit

📢

Take Action today! Please join us in urging your State Assemblymember to
OPTION 2:
support #SB300 in 2022. We must continue to reform the felony murder rule that
prosecutors use disproportionately against people by race, class & gender.
Get the
toolkit here: bit.ly/SB300toolkit

📲

OPTION 3: “We can adopt resolutions on racial justice, we can set up commissions &
special oversight boards, but until we change the laws that are leading to mass
incarceration of people of color - none of that is going to matter." @SenDaveCortese
bit.ly/SB300toolkit
OPTION 4: We need your help to continue to reform the felony murder rule! SB 300 will
address the injustice of felony murder special circumstances law by ensuring prosecutors
can't file death sentence charges against people who did not intend or cause a death. Yes
on #SB300 toolkit: bit.ly/SB300toolkit
OPTION 5: Sentencing someone to die in prison is unheard of in much of the world, yet it's
common practice in California. #SB300 is common sense reform! bit.ly/SB300toolkit
OPTION 6: Prosecutors disproportionately charge Black & Latinx people with enhancements
that mandate death in prison. In CA, 80% of ppl sentenced to LWOP are people of color.
The most common age of ppl sentenced to LWOP=19. Yes on #SB300 bit.ly/SB300toolkit
OPTION 7: STOP CRIMINALIZING SURVIVORS! #SB300 is a next step in reforming CA’s
unjust felony murder laws that target survivors of human trafficking, and domestic & sexual
: bit.ly/SB300toolkit
violence. Toolkit to urge your Asm to vote YES on #SB300

✅

OPTION 8: #SB300 is a common-sense reform that will reduce extreme sentencing in

CA's legal system for Black, Brown, TGI, & DV survivor community members who are
disproportionately harmed by felony murder accomplice laws. Tell your
Assemblymember to vote YES! Toolkit here: bit.ly/SB300toolkit
OPTION 9: “SB 300 is asking us to rethink the very low criteria that we have placed in

the hands of prosecutors for so long.”-@sydneykamlager Visit this toolkit & urge your
Assemblymember to vote YES on #SB300, The Sentencing Reform Act of 2021:
bit.ly/SB300toolkit

Instagram/Facebook:

Image Descriptions HERE

Brian Mason was 18 when he was sentenced to mandatory LWOP
for a murder he did not commit. Support #SB300 - a modest reform
to an extreme injustice. Toolkit: bit.ly/SB300toolkit

Manny was sentenced to LWOP when he was 18 because he was present
during a crime. Manny didn’t harm or intend to harm anyone, but this is all it took
to sentence him to die in prison. Yes on #SB300 will ensure prosecutors cannot file death
sentence charges against people who did not cause or intend a death.

Tammy survived decades of abuse & was then prosecuted & sentenced to die
in prison for harm committed by her abuser. She won a commutation and is
fighting for #SB300 for survivors like her! Join her & urge your Assemblymember to vote
YES on #SB300. bit.ly/SB300toolkit

"My son Tony did not harm, or intend to harm, anyone. He did not have the
ability to foresee or control a decision made by another. Current law ensures
that he pays for someone else’s decision with his life." -Joanne Scheer
Support #SB300 and ensure mothers like Joanne never experience this
extreme justice for their children again.

Actions You Can Take Today :
● Submit a public comment to your Assemblymember to
support SB 300:
○

○
○

○

Find your California Assemblymember:
■ Find your Assemblymember here: http://findyourrep.legislature.ca.gov/
■ Find your Assemblymember’s contact info here:
https://www.assembly.ca.gov/assemblymembers
To Call-in:
■ Use the (Capitol Office) phone number listed here to leave a message
To Send Email:
■ Select “Contact”
■ Enter your personal information
■ Paste the following script into the “Comments” section
Sample email/call-in script:
■ Subject (if available): I urge you to SUPPORT SB 300
■ Hello Assemblymember _________,

⤵️

My name is [Your Name] and I live in [City or County]. I am reaching out
because I strongly support SB 300, The Sentencing Reform Act (Cortese),
and I hope you will too.
SB 300 is a modest reform to an extreme injustice. It will ensure that the
death penalty and life without parole sentences cannot be imposed on those
who did not cause or intend to cause a death during a crime. By precluding
these extreme sentences, SB 300 will also generate long-term savings for the
state.
[Include a brief explanation of how SB 300 will impact you or your loved ones,
if applicable!]
This is a common-sense reform that will increase fairness in California’s
criminal legal system, particularly for our Black and Brown community
members and survivors of violence who are disproportionately harmed by
felony murder special circumstances. Thank you for your time and support!

● Attend an upcoming Lobby Day!
○

Drop LWOP Coalition VIRTUAL/IN-PERSON Lobby Day!
■ When? Monday March 7, 2022
■ How to sign up

● Sign up to participate in a virtual legislative visit today! bit.ly/SB300Form

● Become a super friend to SB 300! bit.ly/SB300SuperFriend

SB 300 Cosponsors: Tag these orgs!
Organization

Tag

Anti-Recidivism Coalition (ARC)

@AntiRecidivism

California Coalition for Women Prisoners
(CCWP)

@c_c_w_p

Californians United for a Responsible Budget
(CURB)

@curbprisons

Drop LWOP Coalition

@drop_lwop

Ella Baker Center for Human Rights (EBC)

@ellabakercenter

Felony Murder Elimination Project (FMEP)

@endfelonymurder

Families United to End LWOP (FUEL)

@FUEL_EndLWOP

Silicon Valley De-Bug

@sv_debug

Young Women’s Freedom Center (YWFC)

@YoungWomenFree

